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TWO UNESCO WORLD HERITAGE SITES

UNESCO HAS RECOGNISED TWO PLACES OF HIGH
CULTURAL OR NATURAL IMPORTANCE IN THE
GREATER AREA.

The Romanesque basilica of Notre-Dame-du-Port
was added to this prestigious list in 1998, as part
of the Way of St. James in France. In 2018, the
distinction was awarded to the Chaine des Puys -
Limagne Fault, the only natural site in mainland
France on the list.

C AN EFFERVESCENT GREATER AREA

WITH THE LEGENDARY PUY DE DOME ALWAYS ON THE
HORIZON, 21 TOWNS STRECH THROUGH A LANDSCAPE
OF CITIES, PLAINS, AND VOLCANGES, IN UNSPOILT
WIDE-OPEN SPACES THAT ARE A PARADISE FOR HIKERS.

Clermont’s 2,000-year history shines through
its diverse heritage. Medieval and Renaissance
architecture line the historic centres of both
Clermont and Montferrand. Notre-Dame-du-Port
Basilica is a masterpiece of Romanesque art,
and the distinctive lava-stone Gothic cathedral
rises majestically over the city. The spa town of
7 Royat-Chamalieres boasts unique and eclectic
heritage from the Belle Epoque. The other towns
bear witness to a rich winegrowing past and a
revival of the area’s volcanic vineyard. The Allier
River flows generously along the eastern edge of
the greater area. The cultural calendar is brimming
with festivals and plenty of events at the Comédie
de Clermont / Scéne Nationale theatre and the
Cooperative de Mai, a renowned venue in Europe.
Aventure Michelin highlights the industrial history
of the city, telling the epic story of tires and of
the illustrious Bibendum, reminding visitors that
the company has always been one step ahead of
its time. Major events include the International
Short Film Festival, Europavox, the Rendez-vous
du Carnet de Voyage travel notebook forum, the
International Extraordinary Textiles Festival (FITE),
and Altitude 2028: taking Clermont-Ferrand Massif
Central straight to the title of 2028 European Capital
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